of the U.S.S.R." Then foUows a list of objections
made by one of these pamphlets, and the following
conclusion is drawn: " It will be seen that these
criticisms of the U.S S.R. Government are exactly
parallel in substance and in form with those that
are made by a Parliamentary opposition to the policy
of a Prime Minister in a Parliamentary democracy.
They do not reveal anything peculiar to a dictatorship
as such."

It is not the fact that criticism, which would be
freely admitted in a democracy, can be circulated
only surreptitiously in Russia that appears significant
to the authors; the conclusion which they draw is
that there is no dictatorship because it is not men-
tioned in the pamphlet. The writer of the pamphlet,
they imply, had no objection to being threatened by
imprisonment or execution, since he makes no
statement to the contrary.

I will conclude my demonstration of the authors'
inconsistencies (which could be continued in-
definitely) by showing how the main outlines of the
actual political system of the U.S.S.R., so unlike the
picture which the authors try to impress upon us^
can be made perfectly clear by collecting some of
their own statements.

We read : " There can be no doubt that Stalin
correctly described the situation when he referred to
* the supreme expression of the guiding function of
our Party. In the Soviet Union, in the land where
the dictatorship of the proletariat is in force, no
important political or organizational problem is ever
decided by our Soviets and other mass organizations,
without directives from our Party. In this sense
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